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wi State oF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Executive Orrice, Mititary DEPARTMENT, 
Harrisburg, December 1, 1865. 
To Mis Excellency, ANDREW G. CurtTIN, r 
. Governor of Pennsylvania : 


Siz :—The undersigned have the honor to submit the following report of 
the operations of this Department, for the year ending December 1, 1865: 

A complete roster of all the officers to whom commissions have been is- 
sued during the past year, is herewith attached. It wiil be seen from it 
that three thousand three hundred and two commissions were issued during 
the year. Duplicate commissions, as heretofore, have been issued in great 
numbers, as applied for. 

This roster includes all promotions, as well as original appointments, 
during the period specified. The promotions incident to your Excellency’s 
order, directing that a rank should be given every meritorious officer and 
first sergeant, as a brevet for good conduct, when properly recommended, 
necessarily increased the business of this office very much, for a time, after 
the close of the war, and as regiments were successively mustered out. 
That work is now, however, almost closed, and the decrease of the business 
of the office will render the attendance of more than one Aid-de-Camp un- 
necessary, after the close of a few months, and such Aid can be relieved 
whenever your Excellency may deem it compatible with the public interest. 


If, however, your Excellency should continue of opinion, as heretofore in- - 


timated, that the work of preparing a military history of the organization 
of Pennsylvania volunteers and militia, who have been or may be in the 
“field,” as provided for in the thirtieth section of an act approved January 
4, 1864, is properly the work of this office, a vast amount of labor yet re- 
mains to be done. We have made such preliminary arrangements, with 
this view, as we deemed best, but in consideration of the insufficiency of the 
appropriation for the full completion of the work, we have hesitated to go 
further; as, 10 commence such a work, and not carry it through to co 
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pletion, would be alike unsatisfactory to the people, and the parties having 
it in charge. The importance to those who have been in the field, and to 
their surviving relations, as well as to the people at large, of such a work, 
it is deemed unnecessary here to discuss, your Excellency having already 
recommended the same to the attention of the Legislature, and they having 
endorsed its value and importance, by an appropriation for the purpose. 
The work will be the enduring history of the men who went forward in the 
armies of the country, from this State, in the great battle of the world, and 
should be prepared with scrupulous care, and preserved in an enduring 
form. , 

The roster of appointments made since the commencement of the war, 
has, by constant use, become unavoidably much worn and defaced, and 
should be carefully copied; and the documents connected therewith should 
be accurately collated, and placed in a condition that will ensure their per- 
manent preservation, and facilitate reference. This work is mainly clerical, 
and if your Excellency is of opinion that it should be done, requisite ap- 
propriations will have to be asked for. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
R. BIDDLE ROBERTS, 
Colonel and A. D. C. 
SAMUEL B. THOMAS, 
. Colonel and A. D. C. 


ERRATUM. 


The following appointment, in the Seventy-third Regiment infantry, 
should be inserted, viz: 

Colonel Charles C. Cresson; date of commission, May 20, 1865; rank 
from May 1, 1865. ‘ ‘ 
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